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The Cleveland Museum of Art Announces Resignation of Director 
Timothy Rub to assume leadership of the Philadelphia Museum of Art this fall 


CLEVELAND, Ohio (June 29, 2009) - The Cleveland Museum of Art today announced the 
decision of its Director and Chief Executive Officer, Timothy Rub, to resign after three 
years of service to the institution. In September, Rub will take up the position of 
George D. Widener Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art, succeeding the late Anne d’Harnoncourt. 


“It has been a great privilege to serve as director of the Cleveland Museum of Art, as it 
is rightfully considered one of America’s finest museums with a great collection, 
strong financial resources, a commitment to excellence and loyal support from the 
community it was founded to serve,” said Rub. “With the remarkable transformation 
of its physical fabric now underway, the museum will, | am sure, continue to prosper 
in the future.” 


“lam deeply honored by having been chosen to lead the Philadelphia Museum of Art,” 
said Rub. “This was a very personal decision because | have always felt a deep 
fondness for Philadelphia and its wonderful museum. It is the place where, as a young 
adult, | first looked at art in a meaningful way and considered a career in museums. 
At the same time, the decision was also a very difficult one to make as it means 
leaving a great museum and a community to which | have become deeply attached.” 


Rub was appointed as Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Cleveland Museum of 
Art in January 2006. During his tenure, the museum successfully completed the first 
half of a seven-year renovation and expansion project designed by Rafael Vinoly 
which, when completed, will transform the institution and increase the space for 
presenting its collection by more than 30 percent. In addition, Rub oversaw the 
reinstallation of major parts of the collection in the museum’s historic 1916 Building 
and new East Wing, initiated a strategic planning process, and played a significant role 
in advancing The Campaign for the Cleveland Museum of Art, which has raised more 
than $212 million to date toward the renovation and expansion project. 


“We are sorry to see Timothy go and wish him well,” said Alfred M. Rankin, Jr., 
president of the museum’s Board of Trustees. “Following Timothy’s departure in 


September, the museum will be well served by senior managers who are both 
experienced and resourceful. With their assistance and the implementation of a 
transition plan that we are already developing, | am confident that the museum will 
continue to operate smoothly and that its momentum, including our renovation and 
expansion project and capital campaign, will continue.” 


The process of searching for a new Director and Chief Executive Officer is expected to 
begin shortly. 


“lam confident that our superb institution will attract many outstanding candidates 
for the position and that we will find a talented individual who is both a strong leader 
and a gifted manager to serve as Timothy’s successor,” said Rankin. 
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About the Cleveland Museum of Art 


Founded in 1913, the Cleveland Museum of Art is one of the world’s most distinguished 
comprehensive art museums and one of Northeastern Ohio’s principal civic and 
cultural institutions. Through the presentation of its world-renowned collection and 
innovative programs, the museum fulfills its mission by bringing the pleasure and 
meaning of art to the broadest possible audience. It is renowned for the scope and 
quality of its collection, which numbers nearly 45,000 objects and represents 6,000 
years of achievement in the arts. Currently undergoing a multi-phase renovation and 
expansion project, it is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, 
performing arts, and art education. General admission to the museum is free for all 
visitors. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art has a membership of nearly 25,000 households and is 
supported by a broad range of individuals, foundations, and businesses in Cleveland 
and Northeastern Ohio. The museum is generously funded by Cuyahoga County 
residents through Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. Additional support comes from the Ohio 
Arts Council, which helps fund the museum with state tax dollars to encourage 
economic growth, educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. 
For more information on the museum, its holdings, programs, and events, call 1-888- 
CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 


